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Introduction

This drift thickness map shows the location of borings, provides drift thickness values, 
and contours those data at 25-foot contour intervals. Drift is the surficial material of 
Quaternary age (generally less than about 200,000 years old) that includes primarily de-
posits of glacial origin such as diamicton (till and debris flow deposits), sand and gravel 
outwash, silty and clayey loess and lake deposits, marl, peat, and alluvium. The map has 
many uses, such as identifying the most suitable areas to extract (or protect) bedrock 
resources.  

Mapping Methods

The drift thickness map was made using ArcGIS 9.3 software. Drift thickness was de-
termined by subtracting the bedrock surface elevations from ground surface elevations. 
There are 407 data points in the Naperville Quadrangle (Fineberg and Curry 2012a).  The 
locations of these data points (each verified by a state survey scientist or qualified engi-
neer) were used to extrude ground surface elevations from the DEM (Digital Elevation 
Model) of Du Page County. A grid of drift thickness values was created using the IDW 
(Inverse Distance Weighted) tool in ArcMap. The grid was contoured at 25-foot intervals 
using the Contour tool in ArcMap. The contours were adjusted to honor all the data points 
on the final drift thickness map and then smoothed to create the final map.

Results

The drift is thinnest along the West Branch Du Page River in downtown Naperville, 
where bedrock is locally exposed in several former quarries now used as recreational 
lakes. The drift is relatively thin in the northwest corner of the quadrangle as well. Thick 
drift occurs in the southwestern and northeastern portions of the quadrangle. The thickest 
drift is associated with the sediment fill in the Aurora Bedrock Valley and its tributaries 
(Fineberg and Curry 2012b) as well as in the headwaters of buried bedrock valleys that 
once drained toward Lake Michigan and are now buried by the Valparaiso Morainic Sys-
tem (Curry and Fineberg 2012).

Data

Bedrock Elevations 
Mean sea level (MSL) elevations of the bedrock surface were interpreted from refractive 
seismic data (Heigold 1990), logs of water-well drillers, engineering test borings (e.g., 
Landon and Kempton 1971), and descriptive lithologic logs and natural gamma-ray logs 
of the Illinois State Geological Survey (e.g., Curry et al. 1988). The locations of the water 
wells were verified by geologists and hydrogeologists of the Illinois State Geological 
Survey and Illinois State Water Survey. The location of many engineering borings was 
verified by using aerial photographic documentation and GIS. The location and elevation 
of the seismic data were estimated from a topographic map by Heigold (1990).

Surface Elevations
The surface elevations of water wells, engineering borings, stratigraphic, and gamma logs 
were interpolated from a DEM derived from the Du Page County LiDAR using ArcGIS 
9.3 software. The LiDAR DEM has a raster grid of 3.47 feet with an accuracy of ±0.4 
feet.
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