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Illinois suffered a decrease in uil prcx:Juction in 1911; the estimated output being 30,000,000 bbls. as compared 
to 33, 143,362 in 1910. The follow�rr; t.ziblc eo\US the y('ars from J 905 to 1911: · 

Illinois oil production lo 1911." 

Pr .. 1io11C.. 
1905 .. . ... . . • '  
l90fJ . . . ..... . · '  
190i' .......... ; 
1908. . . . . ... ' 

1009 ......... , ; 
1910 .......... ' 

1911 (e�t'·.!J ... . 

e 

6. ;16 
181 .OS-! 

4,39i .O'iO 
21.281,973 
33,680,238 
30,898,.B9 
33, 143,362 
30,000.000 

S 116,S<•l 
3,274,818 

16,432.947 
22 ,649,561 l9,i88,86t 
19,660,38.• 
19,500 000 

156, Wl,622 $101,432, 134 

•Figures, exc(r,\ 1911, by Dr. L. David T. Day, U.S. Gw!c'l{ical Survey. 
The decline in: 1911 is the: second in the brief. history of the oil business in Illinois. The first came in 1909 

and was due to disturbed r;,arkeL r:-onditions. RecoYery was prompt in 1910; b ut in 1911 continued decline of the 
early fields and the lack of new development in the later pools caused a second reversal. lJ nless new fields are dis­
c-ovcred Lhe oecline must continue-. 'The basis of estimating the production, since only eleven months' return.s arc 

"'ttvailabl-e-, :ist<:n:1ssttme'"that the Decrmbet runs-of the Ohicrt>rH: .. 'ompany-and orttre Tidewater Pipe-line Company-· 
will be equivalent to those of Nowmi}er; and that the tank-car shipments ;viil rcD.ch about 3,000,000 bbls. as co:�::i­
parecl ·with 3,070,925 bbls., accordi:ig to Day, for 1910. The tank-car shipments in the Illinois fields are those of the 
Su..n. OH Company, Cornplanter l�eti.ni.ng Cornpa::ly, The �.fissouri-lllinois Oil Company, and of various companies 
shipping from Sandoval and Carlyle. The following table g-ives the pipe-line runs and stocks of the Ohio Oil Com­
pany and of the Tidewater Pipe-line Corr:pany by months, according to �he Oil City Derrick: 

Produ.-tion for 1911, in barrels. 

Runs Stock� 

Ohio 
Oil 

Cornr .. my 

i 
; Tid•:watcr ' 

Pipe-line ; 
Cnmp:tny 

Old<; 
Oil 

Company 
Ti'1t'Watcr 
Pipe-line · Company 

---- ····--------------·--·-·-·---- �----- ·--·--

fan11.arv .. . . . . .. . ... .. 2,169,Si9 124,i83 26,243,015 
F't·brua·I)·..... . . . . ... 1,99-t,nl 113,489 ' 2S,635,2-i5 
Mnrch... . .. . . 2,51'9,635 12-i,746 23.99i,496 

�f. 
.. �ny·! .

.
. · .· ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. · . •  · ·. · . ·. · 

. . · ·_ ;.219 9i3, � �r,.l' ll ![,·�;'�� 22f ' 001 J95 ,o3
·
81 08 n n •• ,< '' .J�, ,_,, -r, - ' 

June................. 2,208.358 132,IU3 23, 195, 749 
July . . . .... . . . . . . .. . .  2,292,927 131,MI 22,714,183 
Augu:o:t .. . . .. . . . ... . . . . 2,340,8i7 ' 126,921 22.26.'i,928 
September............ 2, 179, 591 114,807 2,1, 1t4, 719 October ...... . .. . .... 2,195,-Hl8 114,752 21,."l$9,482 

3, 8fi(). 1'7 8 
.3.998,;78 
3,941 079 
3,1414<>{) 
3, !9J :449 
3. 1A,OS8 
..',u76,'t03 
3,986, 160 
3,558,641 
2 , 4-H ,  909 

!"c•v<'rnbt•r............ 1,9%,32! !O<J, i.1J' ! 20,211,034 . ------· ---· .. ----· ----·· · -- ---- - · .. ---- -- _l _____ .. ·· ·---···-·-·----··· -
The prices fur the two gcncr::i.l grades of oil r;:mained steady from the previous year until May 2, 1911. Until 

this time oil of gravity ovcr-�O� B. com:a1:mded t-0 cents JX'Tbbl., and under 30° B., 52 cents per bbL The p:icc increased 
in May for the two grades :c:i 63 :i.ud 55 ccn_cs pc� bU. .:\ second increase for the fast grade to 65 cents per bbl. 
took place June 14, 1911. A third 1ncrc:J,sc ot L'.1e fir_:;t and scc-on.d gradi"s to 67 and 57 cents took place on September 
15 and 19 respectively, a:,d these prici:;,_; preYail nt, the present time. Little oil under 30° B. is marketed in Illinois. 
It is used mostly as bd. 



THE SOUTHERN 1LLl�OIS CIL FIELDS. 
Clark County: The Clark County ailU .:i.djoinin.r.; sh�diow-oil 'lfC::t-s have shmvn little dcYeloµment. T'hcn- was 

a continued decre.a..s.e in production from 1910. The combined daily output of the Clark, Cumberland, and Edgar 
county ?:ells ·was about 8.vJD bbls., a.s agn...inst 9,000 bbls. in 1910 

Crattiford County: Cra'i\1ord County showed the first evidence of a rapid decline in 1910. No new additions 
to the field were developed and inside cirillinR £ailed to vrevent c'\ecreasc of production in 1911. Tne average daily 

output w2.s about 18,GOO bbls., as against 30.000 bbls. ir{ 1910, anc1 i00,000 bbls. in 1907. 
Lo:u.:rence Cmmty: T .awr . .::nce Countv is the richest pr:Jducing area in the State. There are seven sands from 

750to1900 feet Geep, tr'"'<.t yield steadily.· 
In order they arc: the Bric]gcport No. 1, 2, and 3 lenses, 750 to 1000 feet; 

the Bw::hanan, 1100 to HOO feet; the Kirkwood, 1350 to 1650 feet; the Traccy, 1550 to 1750 feet; and the McClosky, 
1750 to 1900 feet. The Kir1nvood and 11cClosky sands, especially the Letter, are the richest developed in Illinois. 
Their accumulation of oil and gas is governed by a long <loublc-plung-ing anticline. Lawrence Cour:..ty maintained 
its usual production of about 42,000 bbls., witho'..lt new additions to the field. Both "sour" and "sweet" oils were 
produced, and :hancUed separately. 

SOUTHERN-CE.KTRAL AND 'WESTERN ILLI:KOIS. 
Marion Countv: The Sandoval field of Mr�rion Countv in 1911, was clea.rlv defined a21d found limited to about 

three-fourths of a· square mile. There are about 66 pro<lucing weils that ha�c a daily yield of 1800 bbls . . The 
oil comes from the Stein and Benoist sa...'1.ds, whic.i'l. occur in the basal portion of the Chester roc1;s of the 1Iississippi&.'1 
formations a.rid aJ<! equivalent to the Kirk-wood sand of LmHence County. The Sandoval field lies along an irregular 
structuril terrace upon the broad and gentle western flank of the Illinois basin. 

Clinton County: The best new field for the year cast of the Missi,;.sippi was opened 3 miles northwest of Carlyle 
in.April. The area was described and recommended by the St;:ite Geological Survey* previous to the discovery. The oil 
comes from a sand in the bottom nart of the Chester rocks and is considered the equivalent of the Benoist sand of 
Sandoval and the Kirkwood. s..-:nd. of La;vrcnec County. The ficld is governed by an elongak.'Ci dome on the 
western flank of the Illinois basin and has an areal extent of about 1 t square miles. The gravity of the oil is 
about 35° B. There arc about 120 wells yielding about 4500 bbls. daily. 

The production of the first Cr1rlylc wells was about 200 bbls. This caused great excitement in the oil trade, 
with the result that enormous bonuses wc>re paid for leases many miies from producing territory. Th>� field proved 
to be very limited and a great amount of money was lo::;t. 

.·Morgan County: Several very lifht g�c; wells and one 5-bbl. cil well were drilled about 6 miles east of Jacksop­
ville. Tne quantities of gas are not of much ;::o:mmcrcial value. 

Mcuoup£n County: Two gas welis with about 100,000 cubic feet paily yield, and two oil wells of 5 and 10 bbls. 
production were compietcd .about 3 miles south of Carlinville. The production coq1cs from the base of the Potts­
ville rocks, iw.mediately overlying the massive St. Louis limestone, and according to F. H. Kay of .the Survey, seems 
due to a small dongated dome in the rocks. 

Perry County: The l\iidvalley Oil Company of St. Louis foun<l a shmving of oil in their prospect 4 miles east 
of Pinckneyvi!ie late in �m·cmbcr. A comp1cuous north and south ?ntidine between Duquoin and Pinckneyville 
had previously been pointed out by the State Geological Survey. !vfuch drilling is contemplated along this area . · 

*Blatchley, R. S .• 111. Sta,.c Gc<>I. Survry, Bull. !\fl. 16, T'P· 87 !>nd !<>7. 

SU�1�1ARY TABLES. 
The following table,; COTnpilcd from the on City Derrick and the Oil and Gas }01m1al show the development in 

Illinois during 1911: 

.January ............. 
Fcbru:i.rv . .......... 
�!arch.'. ............ �ril . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

"Y· ............... 
Jun� .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · 
July ................ ' 
August .... ; . . . . . . . . 
Septe:nbcr ........... 
Ort.obcr ............. ' 
N<ivcrnhcr .......... " 

Wells dri//e.d in JJ/iriois in 1911. 

Comµletf'd .. 

10-i 
�9 
71 

·81 
117 
r.:>7 
127 
H6 
138 
lOi 
12'1 

1,256 

New µ1<.-
1 • 

l.ttcr1on. 
Bbh 

$,67'1 
3.512 
3,909 
5,58i 
5.132 
5,850 
9 05X 
7,57� 
6,576 
4,782 
5. "�(1 

63,48i 

Drv 
holes. 

22 
25 
15 
16 
,, ..,. ... , 
43 
26 
27 
38 
17 
25 

2�7 

l\ver:Jgc 
iniLiai 

production. 
BoL<;. 

• 

Ab:mdorit'<l 
wdl'>. · ----------·-

69 12 
55 10 
69 1 
S6 12 
61 9 
56 81 
90 8 
63 14 
6() 17 
53 15 
56 15 
66 194 



The Carlyle development in April and July caused the averilge initial product:on to exceed that of any month. 
in the two last years. 

Well driJkd by counties d1Jring 1911.* 

Count.y. 

Lawrence ........... . 
Crav.for<l ......... .. . 
Clark .............. . 
Cumberland ........ . 
Marion ............. . 
Clinton ............ . 
Miscel!ane<:>U'L ...... . 

*Eleven monthtio. 

Wt>ll� 
complt>tcd. 

4i9 
449 

60 
12 
53 

152 
51 

1,256 

New 
prorluction. · 

bbl�. 

38,692 
9,258 

728 
115 

3,925 
10,726 

43 

63,487 

Dry 
bole.'!. 

52 
106 

26 
6 

11 
44 
42 

287 

On January 1, 1911, it was estimated that 18,618 wells had been drilled in Illinois. Of these, 2,847 or 15.2 per 
cent were barren. In the first eleven months of.1911, 1,256 wells were drilled, with 287 or 22.8 per cent barren... 
The total up t.o December!, 1911, was 19,874 wells drilled with 3,134 or 15.7 per cent barren. 

Six-year comparison. 

�:�:-·Too.%�� 1 ;;;-�n-g-.-��i . ---;--I Jii�il .��: ------i----------�-��-�� i I I 
1906 . ... . . . ... i 3,283 2,793 113,012 490 I 40.4 I 4,397 ,050. 
1907 . . . .. .. .. . 1 4,988 4.260 139,163 728 

I 
32.6 ,1 24,281,973 

1908 . . . . . . . . .  ·' 3.574 3,019 78,960 555 26.l 33,686,238 
J90Q . . . . . . ... ·I 3,151 2,593 89,756 558* '1 34.0 I 30,898,339 
1910 . . . . . . .. . •I 2,139 1,671 93,256 468 55.8 33,143;362 
_19
_
11
_

··
_

·_ ·
_
· _··

_
·
_
· ._1 

·-----

�� 256 969 63,487 281 _ _ 
I ___ 66��--l_Jo,ooo ,ooo 

'"10 ps wella inclttded. 
**E!evm montha. 


