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The use of agricultural limestone to improve the farm
lands of Illinois established a new record in 1941. More than
two and one-half million tons were used throughout the State,
every county participating. This is evidence of the growing recog-
nition of the importance of preserving and increasing the fertility
of the solls, and it iIs to be expected that this point of view will
be emphasized even more by agriculturalists, especilally during the
present war when greater quantities of food-stuffs must be raised.

This use of limestone to build up the soils of Illinois
to new capacities of productiveness has been alded by various
State and Federal agencies and farm organizations. It has been
especially promoted by the conservation program of the Agricultural
Adjustment Administration of the U. S. Department of Agriculture.

* In cooperation with the Midwest Agricultural Limestone Institute.
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Through this program farmers are enabled to use part of the allow-
ance they receive for participation in- its cooperative planning to
secure limestone and other soil-building material to improve their
land. They are encouraged to do this not only 1in the spring but
throughout the year, and are given expert advice in the sclentific
application of this material to secure the maximum benefits from

- its use. ‘

. The widespread use of agricultural limestone on the farms
of .Illinois is further alded by the high-quality deposits of lime-
stone suitable for this use within the State and adjacent to the
State. The agricultural limestone resources of Illinols have been
studied over a period of years by the State Geological Survey and
the information obtained has been utilized in developing additlonal
quarries in areas where needed. ‘ '

’ During 1941, agricultural limestone was produced in 50
of the 102 counties of the State. Of the total amount used during
the year, more than 96 per cent was produced in Illinois.: "

Increase in the use of agricultural limestone during 1941
was especially pronounced in the southern countles of the State,
where formerly its use has been less cxtensive. Increasss in use
in the central part of the State, where the proportion of tenant-
operated farms is largest, have been due to provisions in the soil
conservation program for divislon of benefits among owners and
tenants,

Limestone in the soil conservation program.*

Among the fundamental purposes of the agricultural con-
servation program for 1942, the first 1s stated "to save the soil
and its fertility, and to increase the production of the commode
ities needed for national defense." The program, according to the
published instruction to which reference is made in the footnote,
provides for payments to farmers to help them pay at least part
of the cost of carrying out thése purposes by diverting acreage
from soil-depleting crops and by adopting soil-bullding practices,

The program provides that a soll-building allowance for
carrying out approved soil-building practices will be paid at the
rate of

"{a) 70 cents per acre of cropland in the farm in excess
N B . ‘

of tho special crop acreages for which payments

are ccrmputed. ‘

12 Agricultural Conservation Program for the North Central

14
Regicn, U. S. Dept. of Agr., Agricultural Adjustment Admin-
istration, NCR 601.
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Table 2 gives the tobkal amount of agricultural limestone
‘produced in other states which was used In Illinols, and its pro-
portion to the total used in Illinois, for the past seven years.

Table 3 gives the total amount of agricultural limestone
produced in Illinois which was maerketed in other states for the
past seven years.

The _map shows the counties of Illinois and their average
consumption of agrlcultural limestone per acre of arable land in 1941.
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Table le~-(Continued)

Used in 1941

Produced Produced L . o Acres of Pounds used
in in other Used in Arable land per acre
County Illinois sbates Total 154Q (1939 census) 1940 1941
Henderson . 34,242 ’ 34,242 20,460 127,291 314 536
Henry 39,500 7,194 46,694 30,000 327,034 179 286
Iroquois 34,864 14,861 49,5625 45,000 536,438 162 186
Juckson 17,553 2,832 20,385 22,501 147,931 282 276
Jasper 37,705 52 37,757 34,192 174,186 386 432
Jefferson 26,221 - 105 28,326 32,043 146,453 214 380
Jersey 30,142 30,142 20,820 104,793 354 572
JoDaviess 24,495 24,495 26,420 144,630 360" 338
Johnson 23,864 23,864 20,046 59,742 . B8O 800
Kane 21,084 21,084 17,248 210,186 154 200
Kankakee 32,668 ' 32,668 19,604 300,394 126 218
Kendall 18,018 18,018 15,000 150,326 192 240
‘Knox 22,607 12,044 34,651 26,520 263,753 208 272
Lake 8,080 8,080 8,400 | 108,847 144 148
laSalle .58,120 58,120 55,226 506,546 212 228
Lawrence © 10,747 10,747 10,300 - 122,007 174 176
Lee 53,850 53,850 39,779 317,176 248 338
Livingston 63,980 ' 63,980 50,8086 ~ B22,760 188 240
Logan 20,133 C 20,133 13,097 306,432 86 132
MeDonough 28,626 2,897 51,523 32,831 225,530 280 278
McHenry 15,601 15,601 16,787 211,577 141 147
~ McLean 83,194 . 83,194 75,000 557,076 220 300
Macon 18,363 ‘ 18,363 20,000 263,970 - 142 138
Macoupin 50,681 50,681 42,124 263,157 288 384
Madison 32,249 3243249 30,075 256,470 224 252
Marion 34,944 7,362 42,306 37,204 171,342 340 492
Marshall 21,782 S 12 21,794 12,669 158,028 154 . 274
Mason - 14,544 : 14,544 20,000 225,535 174 128"
Massac 17,000 - 17,000 19,440 56,2681 600 . 604
Menard . 12,163 . 12,183 18,615 128,395 126 - 188
Mercer - 25,258 3,470 28,728 21,742 180,569 226 300
Monroe 23,604 S 23,604 . 14,164 - 144,902 190 - 324
Montgomery 41,022 ‘ 41,022 38,000 248,528 280 330
-~ Morgan - B,683 6,642 15,325 16,650 220,259 140 140

Moulbrie 11,121 55 11,176 11,000 154,637 134 144
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Table 2.~-~Agricultural Limestone Produced in
Other States and 8o0ld in Illinois,
1935-1941, in Tons

”Amaun T Per cent of

sold in total Illinols

Year ; Illinols consumption
1935 511,803 1045
1952 7226, 7
193 59479 9
193 118,740 10.2
1959 1,775 541
1940 106,912 5.9
3.2

1941 | 95,226

Table 3 .--Agricultural Limestone Produced in Illinois and

Marketed in Other States, 1935-1941, in Tons

a1

Kentucky

. Year Indiana

i i 2 s oM S

Missouri Michig

an Tennessee

Total

19%5 10,102 22 1%0 11,135 1,095 15,562
1036 28,976 L,129 gé’z 050 6,020 L1398
19% 535375 12 15 7,522 2,703 u,*?gé
1958 36,556 L 675 1,288 1,100 . 42,463
Rl b o 3wk b

D H 2 ] ] -
1941 1,800 qli0 86? 65 1,060 ﬁ, 320

* Tneludes 950 tons to Wisconsin.
© Includes 100 tons to Iowa,
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AGRICULTURAL LIMESTONE USED IN 1941
COUNTY AVERAGES IN POUNDS PER ACRE OF ARABLE LAND






