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This circular presents briefly the nature and purpose of 
this map with a general dis cus sion of areal type clas sif ication of 
wells in the Illinois bas in as p rovided for in the 11 Rules and Regula- ' 
tions of the Oil, Gas and Coal Conservation Ac t11 of the Department 
of Mines and Minerals.; The orlginal map.; dated May 1, 1942, is here 
revised as of Decem ber 1, 19L�2. 

The map show s the entire S tate of Illinois on a scale of 
approximately 1:1,000,000. In addition to the w ell type areas, which 
are shown by patterns , the bou:rd ary of the Penrrnyl vanian formations 
is also indicated. The map w i ll serve as a guide to the loc ation of 
workable coal seams for operator s d rilling all kinds of wells, since 
it indicates the s tatus of coal beds over the entire s tate and not 
merely in oil-producing areas .. 

The 11Rules and Regulati ons," cited above, provide re13ula­
tions for the protection of coal seams w hen wells are drilled for oil 
or gas. Under Rule C-2 of the se regulations, wells are c lassified as 
follow s: 
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Type A. - Wells in re3i ons defi nitely known to be barren 
of workable coal beds. 

Tvpe B. - Viells in regi ons prob abl y barren; where th8re 
is no definite evidence of the presence of workable coal beds, but 
where there is some chance tha t  further drilling may encounter evi­
dence of the presence of su ch coal beds. 

Type c. - Wells located in regions where workable coal 
is probably present but depth and th ickn8ss are not certain� 

Type D. - \"Jells located in min ing di.stricts or in well 
prospected areas where minable coal is known to be pr esent at a depth 
or depths th at can be closely approximated if the sur face altitude of 
a well is known, but whe re thore is no definite prospect of irrmodiate 
exploitation, as determined by inquir y. 

Type E. - Wells located on active mine property but not 
above mined-out area, and situated more than 100 feet from the nearest 
undergr ound mine room .or entr·y. 

Type }'. - Wells located above mined-out a rea o.f an active 
mine, or le ss than 100 feet from an unde1'r;round. mine r oom or ent r y. 

T ype G. - Wells located above abandoned mines. 

Tvpe H. - Wells located within developed limit s of active 
or abandoned �il or g as pools, where in the opinion of the n·epa rtment 
prior drilling h as not protected the workable coal beds to an extent 
sufficient to permit safe mining opE.:rati ons. 

Several th ings should be noted concerning the classifica­
tion in regard to the map. Fir st, the descriptions of type cl&ssifi­
cations have been eondensed to as few words as possible. Scco.nd, 
Types D, E, F; and G are sh own as one g roup. This is necessary inas­
much as the scale of the map doe s  not permit showing active or aban­
doned mines or mined-out areas. Third, Types C and D, E, F, and G 
have been described on the map in such a way as to give some concep­
tion ,of the amount of geolog ic informat ion available at the State 
Geological Survey in those areas. 

'l.1he revision of th is map, dated December 1, 191�2, shows 
a new classification for parts of the Illinois basin inc luding V!hito, 
Edwards, VJabash, Rich land, Wayne; and Clay counties, excepting Town­
ship !+ North, Range 5 East, and parts of Jefferson, Hamil ton, 
Gallatin, and Jasper counties. This area was formerly included as a 
Type B area, but on the revis ed map it is classified as Typo C. 
Structure contour lines on the top of No. 6 coal bed are sh own at 
fifty-foot intervals. 
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The contour lines and re-classificati on of this area are 
based on m ore than 100 drilling-tim e and sample-stu dy records ma d e  in 
the fi eld by geoloeists of the Coal Division of the State Geolo0ical 
Survey sinc e March 1, 1942. These records were ma de a t  int ervals not 
exce eding two fe et. Because nearly all of these records show work­
able coal b eds, the classificati on of counties and p arts of counti es 
list ed above was transferred from a Type B area ( probably no workabl e  
coal b eds prese:nt ) to a Typ e  C area (pro babl y workable c oal b eds 
present ) • 

Structure contour blue-l ine pri nt maps on Herrin ( No. 6) 
coal have b een p repared for :most of t he Typ e D area to tho w est and 
south of the area contoured on this map. 




