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Most of the sand and gravel mined in McLean County is found as alluvial deposits along streams
(the Cahokia Alluvium) or surficial, outwash deposits (Mackinaw Member, Henry Formation).
See Samson and Masters (1995) for more information on sand and gravel mining operations in the
county. The outlines of sand and gravel pits were digitized as shown on the U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute Topographic maps. Information on pit locations from the Illinois
Non-Coal Mine Site Inventory (Sherrill et al., 1991) and an unpublished ISGS report on mineral
resources in McLean County (Kempton, 1971) was used to verify and supplement the information
from the topographic maps. The information about the locations of sand and gravel pits is
incomplete and the locations shown have not been field verified. Inactive pits that are not shown
on this map are likely to exist in the county, mainly along stream channels.

Colfax

Coal was mined in McLean County for the Pennsylvanian-age Danville, Springfield and Colchester
Coals of the Carbondale Formation. All of the coal mines are now inactive. Shaft locations and
the extent to underground coal mining operations shown were obtained from digital data of active
and abandoned mines (ISGS, 1993) and from Illinois State University Professor Robert S.

Nelson. The extent of underground mining was not field verified.

Public Land Survey boundaries were digitized from USGS 7.5-minute topographic maps. The
T24N slight skewness in the orientation of the map is due to the map projection (Lambert conformal
conic). Public Land Survey Lines in this part of the state do not run true north-south or east-

west. Roads and railroads were obtained from USGS (1985) 1:100,000 digital line graph data.

This map is one of several developed to assist McLean County in establishing a geologically based
process for landfill site screening. Information on the locations of sand and gravel pits and coal
mines was used in an aquifer sensitivity model of the county.
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